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Kevin Keller
Architect of ambient chamber music
For more than thirty years Kevin Keller has joined chamber-music discipline to the
atmospheric depth of electronics. Piano, cello, strings, synthesisers and silence
become instruments of an inner cinema exploring consciousness, memory, loss and
transformation.

Origins in listening and imagination
Raised in Northern California, Keller moved from guitar to piano as a teenager.
Debussy revealed harmonic colour; Brian Eno, Harold Budd, Tangerine Dream and
Klaus Schulze showed how sound could become environment. Late-night Hearts of
Space broadcasts enlarged that landscape.

Formation and early recognition
At the Sacramento School of Music and later Berklee College of Music, he refined
composition, orchestration and writing for images. In 1986 a string-quartet work was
performed by Kronos Quartet at the Festival of New American Music, a decisive
professional milestone.

Music that does not avoid darkness
Keller rejects ambient music as mere decoration. His albums cross loss, mortality, ego,
memory and renewal. Light gains force because it coexists with shadow; stillness does
not erase conflict, it transforms it.

Albums as guided journeys
From Intermezzo to The Day I Met Myself, La Strada, The Front Porch of Heaven,
Shimmer, Evensong and Arcadia, the works unfold with cinematic logic. Each sequence
invites the listener into a complete emotional arc rather than a collection of
backgrounds.

Acoustic and electronic
Piano and strings provide human weight, vulnerability and breath. Synthesisers,
drones and reverberation open distance and depth. The result is ambient chamber
music that feels intimate and vast at once.
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Collaborations and recognition
His path includes work with Kronos Quartet, JACK Quartet, David Darling, Clarice
Jensen and Jeff Pearce, commissions for dance, and scores for film and television.
Hearts of Space and Echoes have supported his work, which has received recognition
across the neoclassical and ambient fields.

Affinity with Radio Kerokrall
Kevin Keller’s music asks for active listening without imposing a single reading. It
shares Radio Kerokrall’s belief that silence has value, time need not be accelerated,
and contemplation may include depth, uncertainty and transformation.
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